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Santeria  and  Satanism 

Cop yr I qh  t  1 987 ,  Barbar a  Ken  t  and  Mar i o  Zeno 

Most  recently,  the  Santeria  cult  has  come  under  public 
scrutiny  due  to  reported  euents  of  child  abuse  and  murder 
that  appear  to  have  been  the  result  of  Santeria  ritual .  On 
May  24 ,  1 987  the  Da  i  1  y  Ne«Ais  ran  a  feature  article  on  chi  1  d 

abuse  entitled  “Child-'s  testimony  sinks  dad."  <5-24-87  p.4> 
The  article  told  the  story  of  a  rtian  tA^ho  was  convicted  of 
abus  i  ng  his  f  i  ve  year  ol  d  daugh  ter  .  The  chi  1  d*'*  s  test  i  rriony 
included  qraphic  scenes  of  robed  and  rrsasked  adults 
p  ar  t  i  c  i  p  a  t  i  n  q  in  sex  u  a  1  p»  r  ac  t  i  c  e  s  w  i  t  h  children  an  d  e  ac  h 
other  and  the  rriurder  of  "children,"  who'’‘s  existence  alive  or 


dead  have 

ye  t 

t  O  b'B 

ascer  t a i ned . 

The 

c  h  i  1  d  ^  s  f  a  t  h  e  r  i  s 

N i ger i an , 

and 

the  a 

1  1  us  i  on 

to  " 

robes'* 

led  the  media  to 

cone  1 ude 

that 

she  •"  d 

be  e  n 

used  i 

n  a  s 

e  c  r  e  t  ritual  wh  i  c  h 

PeseiTibled  Santeria  ritual  .  Maury  lerry,  aiuthor  ?ne 

Ultimate  Evil,  published  by  Doubleday,  1987,  in  a  telephone 
i  n  terv  i  ew  ,  c  1  a  i  rried  that  "As  soon  as  I  read  the  ar  t  i  c  1  e  ,  I 

k  n  e  the  y  w  ere  he  a  v  y  i  n  t  o  Sat  a.  n  i  s-m  .  "  M  r  .  Terr  y '  s  r  e  rri  a  r  k 

appears  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  publ  ic  in  general  ,  In 
June,  1 984 ,  Battle  Cr  y  Pu b  1  i c a  t i on  s  of  Ch i n  o  Ca  1  i  f  or  n i a 
printed,  under  the  h  e  a  d 1  i n  e  Sa  t  an  Wor  sh ip  Rituals  On  the 

Increase,  the  following; 

The  i  mm  i  gr  a  t  i  on  of  n  a  t  i  on  a  1  s  f  r  oit!  sorrie  Car  r  i  be  an 
countr i es  has  brought  a  pract i ce  of  r  ?  tual  i st i c 
killing  of  chickens  and  pigs  in  the  southeastern 
stats.  Residents  in  certain  areas  freqluently 


o  b  s  e  r  y  e  d  mutilated  a  n  i  m  a  1  c  a  r  c  a  =•  s  e  s  i  n  s  t  r  e  am  s  a  n  d 
1 aQOon  s  B 

Un  p 1 e  asan  t ,  yes  .  Sa t  an i sm ,  no.  Wh i 1 e  c  omp ar I  son  s  c  an  be 

d  r-  aui  n  bet  w  e  e  n  S  a  n  t  e  r  i  a  a  n  d  j  u  s  t  a  b  o  u  t  a  n  y  o  t  h  e  r  c  u  1  t  o  r 

pel  i  g  i  o  n  ,  uj  e  m  u  s  t  s  t  r  o  n  g  1  y  o  b  j  e  c  t  t  o  the  p  o  p  u  1  a  r 

rti  i  sc  on  c  e  p  t  i  on  that  San  e  t  e  r  o  s  ar  e  ujor  sh  i  per  s  of  the 

Chr i st i an  deu i 1 . 


I  n  Ri  tual  s  and  Spel  1  s  o-f  San  ter  I  a  ,  M  i  ge n e  G o n z a  1  e s -W  I  p p  1  e r 
s  a  y  s : 


San  ter  i  a  i  s  a  Span  i  sh  word  that  friean  =-  the 
iA»or  sh  I  p  of  sa  i  n  t  s  .  It  is  the  n  ame  g  i  y  e  n  t  o  an 
Af  r  o-Cu ban  r  e 1  I g i on  wh i c  h  i s  a  m i x  t  u  r  e  of  the 
rtiythology  and  the  mag  i  co-re  1  i  g  i  ous  practices  of 
t  h e  Yor  u  bas  of  Sou  t  h we  s  t  e  r  n  N i ge  r I  a  an  d  some  of 
the  beliefs  and  practices  of  the  Catholic  Faith, 

Essen  t  i  a  1  1  y  ;t  San  ter  i  a  i  s  an  ear  th -re  1  i  g  i  on  of  a  N  i  i  an 

Hunt  i  n  q— ga  t  h  e  r  e  r  soc  i  e  t  y  =  Wh  e  n  that  soc  i  e  t  y  wias  mov  e  d  ,  due 

to  the  e  c  on  om i c  s  of  wh i t  e  si au  e  r  s ,  the  r  e 1  i g i on  I n  c  or  p  or  a  t  e  d 

some  of  the  more  oby  I  ous  syrribol  s  of  Cathol  oc  i  srri  j  narriel  y  the 

sa  I  n  t  s  w  i  t  h  wh  orri  the  Yor  u  ba  c  ou  Id  n  e  a  1 1  y  c  omp  are  to  t  heir- 

del  t  1  e  s  ,  I  n  t  o  its  r  i  t  u  a  1  p  r  ac  t  i  c  e  «  Th  i  -s  i  n  c  or  p  or  a  t  i  on  was  a 

PTfat  ter  of  as-simi  1  at  i  on  for  surv  i  yal  ^  since  the  Latho!  i  c 

c. ]  3 y  p - 1 p. 3 5 j 0 p. .=  I .,.1 Q ij  ]  cl  n o t  a c c e p  t  a  n o n  —  C h r  i  s t  i  a n  th 9 o  1  o g y  . 


H  o  w  a  r  d  C  h  arri  b  e  r  -s  i  n  An  Occult  Dictionary  for  the 
M  i  1  1  i  ons  says  t  h a t  Sat  an  i  sm  i  -s  s 

The  w o r  s hip  of  the  d e y i 1  .  M a y  b e  a  p  e  r m a n e  n  t 
alliance  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  black  magic 
p o w e r  s ,  o r  a  temp o r  a r  y  alliance  for  the  p  u r p o s e  of 
se  1  f -aggr  and  i  zemen  t  .  In  either  ca-se,  the  Satanic 
f  o  r  c  e  s  a  r  e  -s  a  i  d  t  o  h  a  y  e  w  o  n  » 


z 


The  Random  House  Dictionary  of  the  Engl  I  sh  Language  de  -f  i  n  e  s 
Satanism  as: 

1.  The  lAforship  o-f  Satan  or  pouters  o-f  evila 
2  »  A  t  r  ay  e s  t  y  of  Ch r  i  s  t  i  an  rites  i  n  wh  i  c h  Sa  t  an  i  s  utor  ~ 
sh i pped  *  3  «  d i abol  i cal  or  sat an i c  d i spos i t i on  5 
be  hay  I  or  j,  or  ac  t  i  on  . 

e  i  I.t e n  t he  third  de f  i  n  i  t  i  on  of  t h e  Ran dom  Hou se  D  i  c  t  i  on ar y  5 
it  bee  ome  s  e  y  i  den  t  t  h  a  t  t  h  e  utor  d  "  Sa  t  an  i  sm "  c  an  be  br  oad  1  y 
interpreted  in  it's  adjectiyal  form. 

In  order  to  maintain  a  bel  iViUst 

ma  i  n  t  a  i  n  a  belief  i  n  L-h  r  i  s  t  i  an  i  t  y .  ban  t  e  r  i  a  rria  i  n  t  a  i  n  s  n  o 
belief  in  Christianity,  since  it  is  an  entirely  separate 
theological  structure  based  on  or i shas ,  or  deities. 
San  ter i a  is  pol y the i st i c  ,  each  of  those  gods  susta i n i ng  a 
cert i a  n  am  o u  n  t  o  f  p  ow  e  r  t  h  a  t  c  a  n  b  e  used  either  f  o r  g o  o d  o  r 
e  y  i  1  . 

Th  e  Ju 1 y ,  1  9S  i  J ou  r  n  a 1  of  F or  e  n  s i c  Sc i e n  c  e  c  on  t  a i n  s  an 

article  by  C  ,  •  l*J e  1 1  i  ,  M  .  D  .  an d  R  .  Mar  t  i  n  e 2  ,  M  .  A  ,  entitled 

’'Forensic  Sciences  Aspects  of  Santeria,  A  Religious  Cult  of 
African  Origin.”  In  it,  the  authors  state  that: 

A  mu  1  a  1 1 o  Cu  ban  man  died  f  r  om  multiple 
gu  n  sh  o  t  wou  n  ds  after  being  c  h  ase  d  by  an  o  t  h  e  r  Cu  ban 
man  .  Th  e  v  i  c  t  i  m  uias  c  1  ad  i  n  p  an  t  s  an  d  sp  or  t  sh  i  r  t 
coyered  wi  th  mul  t  i  col  ored  gl  i  tter  ,  u»h  i  ch  was  al  so 
found  in  his  shoes.  In  his  possession  was  a  smial  1 
qold-plated  tack  hammer  and  a  gold-plated  flashlight. 

B  a  c  k  q  r  o  u  n  d  i  n  y  e  s  t  i  g  a  t  i  o  n  r  e  y  e  a  1  e  d  the  y  i  c  t  i  rii  w  a  s  a 


i 


p  r  a.c  t  i  t  i  on  e  r  of  San  t  e  r  i  a  an  d  i-'-iQU  Id  of  t  e  n  we  ar  sh  oe  s  of 
di  ss  i  iT(  i  1  ar  col  ors  and  eye  gl  asses  wi  th  one  dark  and 
one  clear  lens.  Three  days  earlier  he  had  threatened 
t  o  c  u  t  off  the  he  ad  of  h i s  e  m  e  n  t  u  a 1  assa i 1  an  t  an  d 
offer  it  to  the  saints.  This  later  proMed  to  be  the 
ac  t  u  a 1  mo  t i v e  f  or  the  sh oo  t i n  g . 

Both  these  instances  are,  if  nothing  else  “diabolical 
bu  t  n  o  t  i  n  an  y  se  n  se  c  an  t  h  e  y  be  c  on  s  i  de  r  e  d  “  Sa  t  an  i  c  .  " 

The  c  on  f  u  s i on  be  g i n  s  b e  c  au  s e  mo s  t  p  e  op  1 e  ^  police  de  p  a r  t m e  n  t 
i nc 1 uded ,  are  not  aware  of  Pal  o  Mayombe ,  Pal  o  Mayombe  i 
still  another  rel  igion^  that  uses  the  sartie  symbol  s  a 
Santeriaj  but  is  distinctly  different  frorri  it^  in  that  it’" 
intent  i s  n  e  ga  t i m  e  or  h armf  u 1  «  Pa 1 o  Mayombe  i s  t  o  San  t  e r i 
i,uh a  t  Sa  t  an  i  siTi  i  s  t  o  Ch r  i  s  t  i  an  i  t  y  .  San  t  e r  i  a  t  h e  r  e  f  or  e 

c  an  not  be  c  on  n  e  c  t  e  d  in  an  y  way  t  o  Sa  t  an i sm  « 

The  or  i  g  I  n  a  1  intent!  on  of  t  h  i  s  p  ap  e  r  was  t  o  dr  aw 
coherent  parallel  between  San  ter i a  and 

F i n  d i n  g  n  o  obu i ou  s  ^  or  ap  p  ar  e n  t  c  on  n  e  c  t i on ,  I  "  y  e  decided  t 
ppe^ent  the  facts  as 


I've  uncovered  them. 


